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aeroplane and various arguments were brought up to
prove this opinion.
A small training plane, the S-8, with a rotary motor
of 50 h.p. was completed early in the summer, while
two others were under construction. One of them, the
S-6-B, was a two-seater, in general similar to the S-6-A,
but refined and improved in details. The other, the
8-7, was a two-seater monoplane. The two ships were
entered in the military competition that was planned
to take place in Petrograd during the months of August
and September. Both ships were completed in July. I
flew from time to time in the S-6-A and the S-8, while
from July on I started to use, chiefly, the S-6-B in order
to get better acquainted with the plane that I expected
to pilot myself during the coming air meet.
The 8-7 monoplane was to be flown by the pilot of
the company, Mr. George Jankovsky. The rules of the
competition required that all planes must have been
constructed in Russia. It was permitted, however, that
planes be of foreign design. Of the eleven machines
that were expected to participate the most serious com-
petitors were several planes built on a license basis from
leading European designs of that time. Rumours were
circulated that the two best machines of this group were
actually original planes, imported from abroad, and
then assembled and repainted in Russia. I do not think
that this was true. There was no doubt in my mind
that the ships were built in Russia, but the work was
very well done and they performed fully as well as the
original ones.
With leading pilots behind the controls of these
planes, keen competition could be expected. In accord-
ance with regulations, the award of prizes had to be